Forest Pedagogic and Environmental Education
- the PAWS-MED Experience International Conference on Forest Pedagogic in the Mediterranean region
15th and 16thSeptember 2011
Place: Sabaudia (near Rome), National Park of Circeo, Italy
BACKGROUND
Forests are a key element for a greener society. In a context registering increasing urbanization, environmental degradation and climate change, taking into account world
globalisation and the growing relevance of forests, there is an ever but greater need for understanding the multiple dimensions of forests and forestry. Forest pedagogic or
"Waldpädagogik" is a priority area for developing a shared comprehension of forests and their role in helping to solve the enormous challenges we are currently facing.
Many foresters of Mediterranean countries, however, either have a limited background in the pedagogical area or none at all. Therefore there is a great potential and need for forest
and environmental pedagogues to present and transfer their knowledge to forest professionals in order to further clarify to the general public the importance of forests.
Due to this reason it has been decided to transfer and adapt the forest pedagogic concept, developed by the EU Leonardo da Vinci project “PAWS - Pedagogic Work in the Forest A Seminar Concept for Foresters” and its products, to the needs of forest pedagogues of the Mediterranean area - Cyprus, Greece, Italy, Portugal, Slovenia and Spain – so establishing
the PAWS-MED Concept to be transferred and implemented in these countries. This form of forest pedagogy is so spread through a total of 11 European countries.
The PAWS-MED Concept, its first results and other similar experiences of forest pedagogic and environmental education will be presented during the International Conference on
Forest Pedagogic in the Mediterranean region entitled “Forest Pedagogic and Environmental Education - The PAWS-MED Experience” which will take place in Sabaudia,
Italy, between 15th and the 16th September 2011. Such conference will take place in the context of 2011, declared by the United Nations as the “International Year of Forests” (IYF).
This International Conference will take place in the National park of Circeo, hosted by the Corpo forestale dello Stato (Italian State Forest Service) and co-organized by: the German
Academy for Employees; the German Forestry Association; the Austrian Federal Research and Training Centre for Forests, Natural Hazards and Landscape; the Cyprus Forestry
College; the Greek General Directorate for the Development and Protection of Forests and Natural Environment; the Spanish Foresters Association ‘Ricardo Codomiu’ - PROFOR; the
Union of Southern European Forest Owners - EAEI; the Instituto Superior de Agronomia (Institute of Agronomy); the Zavod za Gozdove Slovenije (Slovenian Forest Service).
The International Conference goals are:
1. Presentation and discussion of the common Mediterranean Forest Pedagogic concept – PAWS-MED project;
2. Presentation and implementation of some of the forest pedagogic activities carried out in Mediterranean Countries;
3. Presentation and discussion of the state-of-the-art on forest pedagogic projects, activities and materials in other countries.
The PAWS-MED project team is keen of promoting forest pedagogic not only through the oral presentation of its experience in the implementation of the PAWS-MED Concept
(morning of 15th September) but also in the field by demonstrating it through a forest guided tour (afternoon of 15th September). The Conference will be also an opportunity for
forest pedagogues to present the status of similar educational projects carried out in Europe and in the rest of the world by means of keynote speaker presentations and posters.
On 16th September a Conference Poster Session will be held: selected authors will make a brief 5 minutes presentation on their posters and all the contributions will be
displayed. For additional information on the call for posters, please read the dedicated file and/or contact: pawsmedconference@paws-europe.org
This project has been funded with support from the European Commission. This publication [communication] reflects the views only of the author, and the Commission cannot be held responsible for any use which may be made of the information contained
therein.
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International Conference Format – General programme
Date

Time

Activity

15th September

Morning

16th September

Midday
Afternoon
Evening
Morning

Conference Part 1: Welcome by local authorities, introduction by UN-ECE and FAO and presentation of PAWS-MED concept.
PAWS-MED Multipliers testimonies.
Lunch
Conference Part 2: PAWS-MED forest guided tour inside the National park with the conference participants.
Optional Social Dinner in the hotel “Oasi di Kufra”
Conference Part 3: Presentations of the state of the art of forest pedagogic projects, activities, materials by keynote speakers.
Poster presentations,
Pedagogical market place.
Lunch
Optional program and possible excursions inside the National Park for interested participants

Midday
Afternoon

Activities
•

International Keynote speakers presentations – a more detailed program will follow;

•

5 minutes Poster presentation by forest pedagogues from Europe and the world;

•

Implementation of forest pedagogic activities with the conference participants;

•

Speaker’s presentations available on PAWS-MED website, for download.

Conference Language
The official and only language of the conference is English, both for oral and written presentations.

Contacts
For further information visit the web page of the project or contact one of the Contact Persons:
Floriana D’ELEUTERIO/Lorenza COLLETTI/ Pietro OIENI/ Giancarlo PAPITTO
E-mail: pawsmedconference@paws-europe.org or Fax 0039 06 4818972
Web: http://www.paws-europe.org

Please send around this information if you consider it could interest someone else. Thank you!
This project has been funded with support from the European Commission. This publication [communication] reflects the views only of the author, and the Commission cannot be held responsible for any use which may be made of the information contained
therein.

